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Status 


1)131 Responsive to communioation(s) filed on 10 October 200,9 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)g] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 i , 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1^19 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

IOC The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 11 9(a)-(d) or ff) 
a)U All b)U Some * c)Q None of: v '' 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. U Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thisliaTional Staqe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
13)U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 
37 CFR 1 78 ^ ' UdSd in firSt SentenCe ° f the s P ecificati °" » h an Application Data Sheet 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

M rPf™ ed9ment , iS , m , ade * a f C 'f im f ° r d ° meStiC Pri0rity Under 35 USC §§ 120 and/or «1 since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of group II, claims 20-34 in the paper filed 
10/8/03 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 20-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holmes et al (6375889) in view of Groitzsch et al (2002/0034907). 

Holmes is concerned with the creation of a composite fabric comprising a 
microcreped nonwoven web entangled with a combination of cellulosic fibers and 
thermoplastic polyester fibers (abstract, col. 2, lines 1-5). Holmes fails to teach the 
thermplastic fibers to be splittable multicomponent fibers. 

Groitzsch is concerned with the creation of a microcreped nonwoven webs 
(abstract). Groitzsch teaches the use of splittable multicomponent polyester fibers 
having applicant's claimed shapes (paragraph 21). It would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to utilize the splittable fibers of Groitzsch in the 
fabric of Holmes. Such a combination would have been motivated by the desire to 
create a more "voluminous" fabric having the superior water handling capabilities and 
superior softness associated with fine denier fibers. 
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Holmes teaches staple fibers (col. 3, lines 33-35). It would have been obvious to 
the skilled artisan to vary the length of the stable fibers based on desired properties. 
The fabric of Holmes is mechanically stretched by about 25% (col. 1 , lines 38- 

45). 

Holmes teaches hydroentagling (col. 2, lines 15-16). 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Pratt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
6559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Christopher C. Pratt 
January 21, 2004 


